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“$C No, 10142/64 . 
6 August 1964_ 


“. CENIRAL INTELLIGENCE. AGENCY 
MEMORANDUM: . The North Vietnamese Situation’ 
1. Current Developments as of 1300, 6 August 1964 


A. US Activity . 

1. Maddox and Turner Joy resumed their De Soto 
patrol at 07182 on 5S August. While en route to intercept their 
patrol line Maddox reported being approached by several small 
contacts. Several minutes later, when the contacts had-con- 
tinued closing, the Maddox opened fire, No hits were reported, 
About: 10 minutes later Maddox reported 9 contacts closing fast, 
Two aircraft from the Constellation reported several small 


junks in the vicinity of the Maddox. No f@*ther reflections 
were noted and the Maddox and Turner Joy completed their patrol 


and retired to the southeast at nightfall. 

, 2. The patrol will be resumed on 7 August south 
of where the incidents occurred, and will terninate on 8 August 
according to present plans, 

B, North Vietnamese Activity 
1. Hanoi has reported the US air attack to its 


people in an official government statement and a party daily 
editorial, both on G6 August, but has avotded menticn of the 


Yhe wording of the statements indicates that 


extent of damage. 
Hanoi hopes to use the action to spur patriotic and military 
The regime has reperted that large 


fervor nmony ils populace, 
protest rallies were held in many DRV cities f:). lowing the 


strilcs. 


2. 
In 


of furviyn military or other assistance have been noted. 
theix statement, the North Vietnamese have lumped together 
the US strike with other recent DRV allegations of US bombing 


-and maritime forays against North Vietnam, apparently in an 
to demonstrate that the US is engaged in a deliberate 


&, eS 
effort 


No specific threats of retaliation or claims | 
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‘ aerial photography of 5 August does not reveal. : 
any jet aiveragt at any of the three fields senna of handling, 


ri 
fhe 





ef en 
Cd 


woe 5. Aerial photography of 5 August reveals the 
i Presence of a Chinese (L-18 aircraft at Hanoi/Gi1 Lam airfield. 
: : arts heres 


it is 


«wee possigle that this aircraft. has hrought high, level Chinese 
officials to Hanoi to confer with the North Victnamese. ; 


C. Chinese Communist Activity 


1, With one possible exception, movements of 
Chinese military forces have thus far been limitcd to redeploy~ 
nent of air strength t>» Chinese airfields close to the North 
Vietnamese border. These shifts strengthen the Chinese air 
sefense posture and put Chinese aix strength into a better 
position for rapid deployment southward, 
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Presently, 1 regiment of.air- 
eraft is based at Kunming (approximately 30 fighters). 
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6. Peiping's first direct commentary on the 
current crisis came after a delay of more than “hrea days. 

A Chinese governnent statement broadcast on G6 August and 

an editorial in People’s Daily the same day reiterated pre~ 
vious warnings that the Chinese people will "not sit idly by" 
and stated flatly that "aggression by the US against the DRY 
means aggression against China." Peiping avoided any threat 

of retaliation at this time, and undeyscored the role of "Viet- 
nanese" forces in defending the DRY. Perhaps to prepare justi- 
fication in advance for deployment of Chinese forces into 

the DRV, the government statement asserts that because the 

US has "lit the flames of war" in Indochina al] signers of 

the Geneva agreements. now have the "right" to avsist the 

North Vietnamese. es ; 


UI. Assessment of 5 August Strike Damage to DRV Navy | 


A. Preliminary post~strike assessments, which are 
based on aerial photography and pilot reports, claim that 
about half of North Vietnam's estimated 46 high-speed patrol 
boats were destroycd or damaged by the US strike, Thirty 
patrol boats were observed during the missions; 8 were’ sunk, 
6 severely damayed, and 14 others hit, At Vinh, 12 of 14 large 
petroleum storapye tanks were destroyed and one =ix gun AAA 
.. installation was severely damaged, 


B. The exact number of torpedo boats (PT's) knocked 
out by these strkes is unclear, Of the 46 craft in North 
Vietnam's inventory, 16 ave believed to be PT'’s, However, 
it is apparent that a large percentage of them were sighted 
on 5 August and came under heavy fire, 


C. he POL facility at Vinh that was virtually de~ 
stroyed by these strikes is believed to represent about ten 
percenl of Hanoi'ts total POL storage capacity, Its destruc- 
tion will undoubtedly seriously curtail North ‘tietnam's naval 
pakrot capability along the southern half of tha coast. 


D. A total of 64 sorties were flown by US aircraft ‘ 
from ia USS Ticonderoga and Constellation. Yhe following 
tarpel avea, From south to north along the coast, were struck 






I YNNON RAINES JOHNSON LE 


ae . f sy" . 
we . ; 












% 


during tlese missions: Quang Khe, Vinh area, Loc Chau Estuary 
(north of Sung Na River) and Won Gay. The planned strike on 
Port Wallut, near the Chinese border, was cancelled. 


: BE. US aircraft met with heavy antiairereft arillery 
fire over the target areas: One jet tanker wa: cduvna in the 
Ion Gay area. The pilot was observed by other pilots ina 
parachute descent, possibly to a point on land. Hanoi has 
claimed the capture of one US pilot in that raid. 


7 ¥. A piston engine fighter bomber was lost over Hon 
Me Island, northeast o- the Loc Chau estuary. No parachute 


was observed and the pilot is ‘presumed dead. Two other air~ 
craft were damaged but returned safely. — 


YII. Deployments of US Forces 


A. On S August, the US Joint Chiefs of Staff ordered 
various military units under the Commander--in-Chief, Pacific 
(CINCPAC) to deploy or to prepare to deploy to the west Pacific 
area. ‘The following is a resume of military unit deployment 
as of 170C hors EDT on 5 August: sees moe 

B. Ground Forces: A special landing force consisting 
of 1,800 marines and 24 helicopters aboard the carrier Valley 
Force is secting ont from Subic Bay for South Vietnam, {t Is 
expected to arrive off Danang by 7 August. A full marine — 
brigade (7,500 men) is moving by amphibious larcing crakt 
from Okinawa. [t is due in the South China Ser areca on 13 
August. An infantry brigade of the 25 Division in Hawaii 
has been alerted for possible movement to Thailand, and an 
airborne brigade in Okinawa has been notified t)..t it may be 
dcployed to thaSoutheast Asia area atpanytime, 


C. Naval Forces: A carrier.suppert group with eight 
DD's has left Japan and is scheduled to arrive in the South 
China Sea on 10 August. A carrier attack group with two 
DD's and 63 jet Lighters left California on 5 Ausvsh and should 
arrive in the west Pacific area on 15 August. 


), Aix Units: Twelve F10z fighter ‘nterceptors 


from -Ciork AFB have arrived in Souta Vietnam. *\ iichter ~ ; 
squadeou of 18 FLOSts has been authorized to moc to Thailand + 
from frye, Four ¥-100's from Clark ATB are en voute to 
Phailawtl, and 14 more are to follow, Three fighter squadrons 
based +4 the continental US are scheduled to move to the 









































“Phillipines and Japan to £4111 the vacancies created by the 
above deploynents; Two tactical benber squadyons (32 B-57's) 
ave on theixy way to South Vietnam. ; 


LV. World. Reaction 
A. .Connunist Reactions 


1. A Wanoi military communique of 5 August, broad~ 
cast to domestic audiences, reported the US strike, but avoided 


any indication that substantial damage was effected, The word- 
ing of the communique indicates that Hanoi hopes to use the 
US action to spur patriotic and military fervor among its popu~ 
lace. No specific threats of retaliation against the US and 
its allies, or claims of impending military support for North 
Vietnam from other bloc nations, were contained in the com- 
manique. The statement lumped the strike with other recent 
DRV allegations of US bombing and maritime incursioxus against 
North Vietnam, in an apparent effort to ‘demonstrate that the 
US is engaged in'a deliberate campaign of armed military action 
against anol, ae : a Pee _ 
2. The only extensive Soviet commentary on the 
current crisis is contained in a mildly worded T‘S- state- 
' ment Of°5 Aug@t. Whe statement, which s€emed cil: xiated to 
arouse fureign opposition to US policies in Southeast Asia, 
warned only that “further resh steps ox provocations" could 
»result in a dangerous and broad conflict. 


3. Castro’s propaganda milis are grinding away 
>in a predictable manner, hinting that the results of the new 
Yankee “warlike adventure" will have some unspecified, but 

- dire results, , 


B. Free World Reactions 


1. In contrast to the British, who h:ve expressed 
strong official support of US actions, tl: French sre reserving 
comment. Paris has officially approved the Seviets' call for 
Worth Vietnamese participation in Security Council. discussions 
of tho Tonkin Gulf incidents, German officialdom and the press 
have alco pledged full support of the US, saying that President 
Johnisn's “quiet and proper" course is the right wsy to handle t 
the situation. . ; : + 

2. In Rome, Moro, who has his problems with his. 


parlinwentary left-wing, has not yet officially xoacted but 
Will probably come out today in support of the Us. \ 
\ ; aie 











ale Bee” a: 3. There have been no significant reactions in 

“the Middle. Nast, and oly seattered, but generally favorable, 
response in. Africa, The Indians have expressed. grave concern 
after an cmergency cabinet mecting. 


. 4 The Far Eastern and SEATO reaction is firm 
in support of US measures. ‘The soft spots, however—--Burma, 
Cambodia, and Indonesia--hb»ve so far bean publicly silent, 
and privately dismayed. + Japanese are evidently shocked, 
but AVE decided to take « cautious line of approval. 


5. There has been a note of apprehension about 
ekesintica in some of the Latén Anerican reartion,. 


ae 6. At ‘the UN, the corridor betting is that both 
North and South Vietnam wilh be invited by the Security Council 
to take part in debate, which may hegin tomorrow or Saturday. 
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Reeapitulation of the Tonkin Gulf Incidents 31 July~5 August 


fhe fIkyst indications of North Vietnanese tracking of the 
De Soto patrol. appeared in | 


ih $. f Sa caaanll 


- At the time the attackers were first detected, the Maddox 

“was on a reconnaissance patrol east of Thanh Jloa, approximately 
22 miles off the North Vietnam coast. ‘The North Vietnam torpedo 
boats pursued the destroyer to a point 29 miles from shore where 
the assault with torpedoes and machine-gun fire was made, The 
Maddox was undamaged and returned fire, hitting at least one of 
the attackers The torpedo boats were subsequently fired upon 
by US airveratt from the USS Ticonderoga supporting the Maddox, 


At 09004, two of the attacking North Vietnam boats turned 
back toward the coast, | 


{ US pilots reported one PT boat dead in the water and 
burning, 


Aflur the 2 August attack the Maddox was ordered to resume 
patro? nurth and south of Hon Me Island and was Eedeaned by the % 
USS C. ‘Tnernex Joy. i 
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A ae . The De Soto Commander on board 
the Haddox. reported that. at 1215% on 4 August he had xeeelved 
‘information that the North Vietnamese intended to attack, 
At 1408Z4, the Maddox: picked up three contacts on its radar in 
an apparent ambush position, The De Soto units began firing © 
at 14394 after radar reflected the enemy vessels had turned to 
intercept the destroyers, Action ceased at approximately 16352. 
Yetails on tho battle are confused with conflicting reports on 
the nuwbexr of enemy vessels cngaged, the number of torpedoes 
fired at the destroyers, and the damage done to the enemy. Aix 
caver from the Ticonderoga and the Constellation was continuously 
over the battle area during the entire action, but was not able 
to locate any targets due to bad weather, limited visibility and 
the lack of cffective illumination. Neither US ship was damaged 
and no casualties were reported. , 


Nanoi mass midia maintained silence on the 2 August torpec - 
boat attack on the Maddox until the 5 August release of the Vic | 
namese People's Army statement which acknowledged tne incident 

in the course of a review of allesed US naval activities in | 
North Vietnamese waters. Theranor statement implied that the 
pisadox was connected with alleged waritime raids in the Hon Me } 


island uvea of Horth Vietnam on 50 July. 


ty J} August, however, western news accounts of the attack- --:- 
cluding identification of the US ships~--were carried without cc :-~ 
nent tua Vietnamese news agency transmission believed intende¢ 
for . restricted North Vietnamese cadre audience, ; 


Chinese reaction to the presence of US naval vessels in 
the Gulf of Tonkin from 2 to 3 August was very limited. Chine: : 
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militayy units--ground, naval, oy air--xreacted to the situa- 


| 
there is no firm evidence that any 
one : ae . tion, 


The veports of flights of Chinese fighters into Victnan 


: : on 4 and & August and of sorties by Hainan-based fighters In 
oa the vicinity of the Ticonderoga on 4 August cannot be confirmed. 


- wes 





: . - , The 
{sorties from Hainan Island, which reportedly took place several 
hours before the gunboat attack, were not reported by the 

) Ticonderoga itself. , 


In its propaganda from 2 to & August, Peiping refrained fro: 
commenting on the situation in the Gulf,of Tonkin, but instead 
limited itself to repeating statements issued by Hanoi. 


fy cae ee ae 


o 
Tre Fee ee tates i ae 


re . - Fs . 


on COPY: 











